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Exclusion Brainstorming
Directions:  Identify which words below you think fit the topic we are going to study by drawing a line through those that are not related and drawing a circle around those you think are related to the topic.  Be prepared to share the reasons behind your decisions.
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Purposes


To motivate students through controversy


To give students a purpose for reading


To use students’ experience base to involve them in new learning





Process


Identify the main points students are to grapple with in a reading, video, or other source.


Create five to ten statements related to those points.  Some of the statements should be true and others false.  Display the statements on an overhead, chart, or individual handouts.


When each statement is read, either by the students or the teacher, the students record their responses on their statement sheet or use another means to express their opinion such as signal cards with “AGREE” on one side and “DISAGREE” on the other.


After students have taken a stand on the statements, but before they read the material, discuss the pros and cons of each statement so that students hear rationales for varying positions.


Students then consult the information source.  As they work, students record information or note location of information which refers to, supports, or contradicts the position.


The lesson can be continued in a variety of ways.  In follow-up discussion, students can discuss what surprised them, what they learned, and continue to cite other sources of information which presents different perspectives.
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EXCLUSION BRAINSTORMING


	


           Purposes


To predict and set a focus for learning


To find out what students think they know about a topic


To build skills for analyzing possible connections





Process


Write a topic on the chalkboard.  Under the topic, write a series of words, including:





		some words that clearly fit the topic


		others that clearly do not fit the topic


		and others that are ambiguous





Students identify which words they think fit the topic by drawing a line through those that are not related and drawing a circle around those they think are related.





Students then explain or discuss why they chose the way they did.





Students then explore the topic by reading, viewing, or visiting.





Students compare their predictions to their findings.





Hints


If the group is small or not yet skilled in the brainstorming process, this method is especially productive because the teacher does the list-making and students systematically build skills.





Students may learn to develop these lists for their classmates to respond to.  This learning experience would be a good one as an extension and enrichment activity.
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FACTS AND FOLKLORE





Purposes


To discover what students “know”…correctly and incorrectly…about a topic


To differentiate between truth and fiction for concepts with much information in both forms


To validate the existence of folklore





Process


Have students list all they know about a topic.  Encourage them to list “folklore” as well as “facts.”  This can be done individually, in small groups, or in large groups.


Have them identify which ideas they think are fact and which they think are opinion or fantasy.


Discuss with the students why they made their choices.





Examples


Facts and Folklore is useful when beginning a topic widely covered in the media, such as a court case or a sports star, to help students learn to separate “hype” from “fact”.


Try Facts and Folklore when beginning a unit on a foreign country to see what the students’ preconceptions are.  For example, on the topic of “The Middle East”, students might respond: “They make a lot of oil”, “The women have to stay inside all the time”, “They speak a language other than English”.  When students share their ideas, you can learn which topics you will need to clarify as you teach.
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